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Access a site's resources from your desktop 
The following instructions will help you set up access to a site's resources folders directly from 
your desktop. This will allow you to interact with the site resources from your desktop, where 
you will be able to perform tasks such as copy, paste, drag, and drop. 
 
Before you can interact with a site's resources directly from your desktop, you will need to set 
up a (WebDAV) connection so that your computer knows where the site's resources are 
located. Follow the instructions below to set up a connection from your computer. Please note 
that these connections are specific to the computer you are using, so if you change computers 
you will have to set up the connection again.  

Setup Instructions 
The instructions vary slightly among operating systems. Below are setup instructions for 
different operating systems. Follow the instructions for your operating system. In each 
instruction set, you will need to reference ȅƻǳǊ {ŎƘƻƭŀǊ ǎƛǘŜΩǎ Resources or Dropbox URL. (It 
looks something like: https://s cholar.vt.edu:443/dav/your_site_id_here/, but do not use this 
one.  Use the one given for your own Scholar site!) 

Finding Your Scholar Site Resources or Dropbox URL 

Watch the video at http://www.edtech.vt.edu/ocs/scholar/videos/ or follow the directions 
below: 
 

1. Log into Scholar. 
2. 9ƴǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǎƛǘŜ ŦƻǊ ǿƘƛŎƘ ȅƻǳ ǿƛǎƘ ǘƻ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ŀ άŘǊŀƎ-and-ŘǊƻǇ ŦƻƭŘŜǊέΦ 
3. Go to the Resources (or Dropbox) tool by clicking on its name in the menu on the left. 

http://www.edtech.vt.edu/ocs/scholar/videos/on-the-fly_videos/Find%20Site%20Folder%20URL%20800x600/resources_CopySiteFolderURL.htm
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4. Inside the tool, click ǘƘŜ ƭƛƴƪ ŦƻǊ ά¦ǇƭƻŀŘ-5ƻǿƴƭƻŀŘ aǳƭǘƛǇƭŜ wŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎέ. 
5. Use your mouse to highlight and copy the bolded URL provided within the text.  

(For example: https://scholar.vt.edu:443/dav/your_site_id_here/, but do not use this 
one.  Use the one given for your own Scholar site!) 

6. Follow the directions on-screen or in this handout to complete the setup. 

Directions for Specific Operating Systems 

 Microsoft Windows Vista & XP 

 Mac OSX  
 
For a list of current issues, troubleshooting tips, and workarounds, search the Virginia Tech 
KnowledgeBase at http://answers.vt.edu/ or the rSmart Network (RSN) knowledgebase at 
http://rsn.rsmart.com. 

http://answers.vt.edu/
http://rsn.rsmart.com/
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Microsoft Windows Vista & XP 

The non-standard support built-in to Vista and XP for WebDAV is incompatible or unreliable 
when used with Scholar. You may successfully use third-party software, such as WebDrive.  
Once WebDrive is installed, follow the instructions below for creating your direct connection. 
These instructions are for WebDrive version 7.22 
 

1. Download WebDrive for free from ±ƛǊƎƛƴƛŀ ¢ŜŎƘΩǎ Information Technology Acquisitions 
(ITA) using your VT PID.  
Note: A KnowledgeBase article on downloading and installing WebDrive provides 

assistance with this step. (Find it at http://answers.vt.edu/kb/entry/2284/.)  
2. Start WebDrive from the Programs menu. 
3. WebDrive will open and list any existing connections in the column on the left side. 

 
4. Click New Site (in the bottom-left corner of the window). 
5. Enter a name for your Scholar connection. 

Note:  We recommend that you provide the name of your Scholar site and folder you 
ŀǊŜ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƴƎ ǘƻΦ  CƻǊ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜΣ άC5L ²ƻǊƪǎƘƻǇ 5ŜƳƻ /ƻǳǊǎŜ ς wŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎέΦ 

https://www.ita.vt.edu/Apps/WebObjects/NetSoftware
http://answers.vt.edu/kb/entry/2284/
http://answers.vt.edu/kb/entry/2284/
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6. Click Next. 
7. Select ά²Ŝō5!±έ as the server type from the drop-down menu: 

 
8. Click Next. 
9. In the "Enter the URL for the Server" field, type or copy-and-paste the URL for your site.  
όwŜŦŜǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴǎ ŀōƻǾŜ ŦƻǊ άFinding Your Scholar Site Resources or 
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Dropbox URLέ if you do not know your site URL.) 

 
10. Click Next. 
11. Select a drive letter you would like to use for this connection. 
12. Click Next. 
13. Enter your VT PID Username and Password information: 

 
14. Check the box for άConnect to Server now.έ 
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15. Click Finish. 
16. A window should open with the newly mapped drive and you can begin using the 

connection to drag-and-drop files between your computer and the Scholar site folder. 

 

Mac OSX 

We recommend CyberDuck to manage your WebDAV connection to Scholar. This program is a  
free download. Many users have reported a preference for the CyberDuck interface compared 
to Goliath; however, OCS does not have a connection to, nor do we officially support, either 
application.  We can support users with these applications based on own use of the software.  

Instructions for CyberDuck 

1. Download CyberDuck from http://cyberduck.ch/. 
2. Follow the instructions on the CyberDuck website for installation of the software. 
3. Start CyberDuck. 
4. Press the Open Connection button.  

 
 
 
 

http://cyberduck.ch/
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5. From the dropdown menu, choose WebDAV (HTTP/SSL). 

 
6. Enter your site's ID and your username and password. 

Before: 
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After: 

 
7. If you would like to save your password for next time, check the box next to "Add to 

Keychain". 
8. Click Connect to connect to Scholar. 
9. To save this connection for another time, you must create a bookmark. From the 

Bookmark Menu choose New Bookmark. 

  
 


